VHA EXTERNAL PEER REVIEW PROGRAM
CATARACT SURGERY INSTRUMENT
FY2026Q1
	#
	Name
	QUESTION
	Field Format
	DEFINITIONS/DECISION RULES



	
	
	Organizational Identifiers
	
	

	
	VAMC
CONTROL
QIC
BEGDTE
REVDTE
	Facility ID
Control Number
Abstractor ID
Abstraction Begin Date
Abstraction End Date
	Pre-fill
QI pre-fill
Auto-fill
Auto-fill
Auto-fill
	

	
	
	Patient Identifiers
	
	

	
	SSN
FIN
PTNAMEF
PTNAMEL
BIRTHDT
SEX
RACE
ETHNICITY
COHORT
AGE

	Patient SSN
FIN
First Name
Last Name
Birth Date	
Birth Sex
Race
Ethnicity
Cohort
Age
	Pre-fill: no change
Pre-fill: no change
Pre-fill: no change
Pre-fill: no change
Pre-fill: no change
Pre-fill: can change
Pre-fill: no change
Pre-fill: no change
Pre-fill: no change
Calculate age at CATSURDT
	

	1
	catsurdt
	Enter the date of the earliest cataract surgery performed by a VHA ophthalmologist representing this VAMC during the timeframe from (computer display stdybeg to stdyend).
	mm/dd/yyyy
	>= stdybeg and 
<= stdyend 


Pre-filled:
Abstractor can
change


	Computer will pre-fill date from API-PM pull list.  
· If cataract surgery was performed on both eyes during the specified timeframe, please enter the date of the earliest cataract surgery performed.  
· Please review the record to determine if the pre-filled cataract surgery date is correct. If pre-filled date of cataract surgery is incorrect, abstractor may enter correct date for the earliest cataract surgery performed at this VAMC during the specified timeframe.
· If a VHA ophthalmologist performs the cataract surgery at a non-VHA facility, and follow-up occurs at the VAMC under review, enter the date of the earliest cataract surgery performed at the non-VHA facility.
· In some cases, cataract surgery may be performed on both eyes on the same date. When this occurs, the first procedure performed will be reviewed. The procedure on the second eye will be captured in a subsequent series of questions (see question 9, catsurdt2).


	2
	surgsite
	On which eye was the earliest cataract surgery performed?
1. Right (OD)
2. Left (OS)
	1,2

	Review the cataract surgery procedure report to determine the surgical site (eye).  For example, cataract surgery was performed on the right eye, enter “1.”  

	3
	visacuity
	During the timeframe from (computer display catsurdt + 1 day to catsurdt + 90 days), did the ophthalmologist or optometrist document the patient’s visual acuity?  
1.  Yes
2.  No





	
	1,2
If 2, go postcomp

Warning if 2
	Review post-operative ophthalmology and optometry notes during the 90 days after the cataract surgery (date entered in catsurdt) for documentation of visual acuity.  
Acceptable methods to document visual acuity include:
· Manifest Refraction (MR) – measured by a technician or provider manually by a series of trial lenses
· Auto Refraction – machine reads automatically
· Cycloplegic refraction
· VA SC - visual acuity without correction or 
VA CC - visual acuity with correction
· Cylinder (CYL) correction
Exclude: 
· Pinhole (pH, PH) visual acuity 
· Visual acuity using counting fingers (CF) and hand motion (HM) 
· Visual acuity without a method attached

	4
	viseye
bcva
bcvadt



	During the timeframe from (computer display catsurdt + 1 day to catsurdt + 90 days), enter the best visual acuity documented for the eye on which cataract surgery was performed and the date.

	Surgical Site
Will be prefilled as right (OD) or left (OS) based on surgsite = 1 or 2
	20/xx
Whole numbers
10 - 400
	Warning if
20 /XX is 
greater than
100





	mm/dd/yyyy


	>catsurdt and <= 90 days after catsurdt






	
	
	












	
	· The intent of this question is to capture the best visual acuity (i.e., smallest number) documented during the 90 days after the cataract surgery by the ophthalmologist or optometrist. 
· Acceptable visual acuity may be captured by:
· Manifest refraction (MR)
· Auto refraction 
· Cycloplegic refraction 
· Visual acuity without correction (VA SC)
· Visual acuity with correction (VA CC) 
· Cylinder (CYL) correction. 
· Do NOT accept: 
· Pinhole (pH, PH) visual acuity 
· Visual acuity using counting fingers (CF) and hand motion (HM) 
· Visual acuity without a method attached 
· Review ALL post-operative ophthalmology and optometry notes during the 90 days after the cataract surgery (date entered in catsurdt) for documentation of the best visual acuity in the affected eye (eye on which cataract surgery was performed). 
· Visual acuity may be documented by the ophthalmologist, optometrist or eye technician with co-signature by the ophthalmologist or optometrist.  
· Enter the actual number for the best visual acuity (choose the lowest visual acuity, irrespective of method) documented in the 90 days after the cataract surgery. 
· Examples: 
· Patient saw ophthalmologist for three post-operative visits.  Surgery was performed on right eye (OD). OD visual acuity was documented as MR 20/60, MR 20/30 and VA CC 20/25.  Enter 20/25 (lowest numberbest visual acuity).
· Surgery was performed on left eye (OS). OS visual acuity was documented as 20/25 pH, without glasses 20/40 and MR 20/30. Enter 20/30 as visual acuity captured by pinhole is not acceptable.
Cont’d next page
· If the same best visual acuity is documented on multiple dates during the 90 days after cataract surgery, enter the earliest date the best visual acuity was documented.

	5
	catsurdt2
	Enter the date of the second cataract surgery performed by a VHA ophthalmologist representing this VAMC on (computer display catsurdt).




	
	mm/dd/yyyy
	Must = catsurdt


Pre-filled:
Abstractor can
change
Abstractor can
enter 99/99/9999
If 99/99/9999, go
to end
	Computer will pre-fill date from API-PM pull list.  
· Please review the record to determine if the pre-filled cataract surgery date is correct (i.e., cataract surgery on the other eye was performed on same date entered in catsurdt). 
· If pre-filled date of cataract surgery is incorrect, abstractor may enter default 99/99/9999 to indicate second cataract surgery on the other eye was not performed at this VAMC on same date. 
· If a VHA ophthalmologist performs the cataract surgery at a non-VHA facility, and follow-up occurs at the VAMC under review, enter the date of the earliest cataract surgery performed at the non-VHA facility.

	6
	surgsite2
	On which eye was the second cataract surgery performed?
1. Right (OD)
2. Left (OS)
	1,2
Cannot enter 1 if surgsite = 1; cannot enter 2 if surgsite = 2
	Review the cataract surgery procedure report to determine the surgical site (eye) of the second cataract surgery performed on the same date as catsurdt.   

	7
	visacuity2
	During the timeframe from (computer display catsurdt2 + 1 day to catsurdt2 + 90 days), did the ophthalmologist or optometrist document the patient’s visual acuity?  
1.  Yes
2.  No
	1,2
If 2, go postcomp20

Warning if 2
	Review post-operative ophthalmology and optometry notes during the 90 days after the cataract surgery (date entered in catsurdt2) for documentation of visual acuity.  
Acceptable methods to document visual acuity include:
· Manifest Refraction (MR) – measured by a technician or provider manually by a series of trial lenses
· Auto Refraction – machine reads automatically
· Cycloplegic refraction
· VA SC - visual acuity without correction or 
VA CC - visual acuity with correction
· Cylinder (CYL) correction
Exclude: 
· Pinhole (pH, PH) visual acuity 
· Visual acuity using counting fingers (CF) and hand motion (HM) 
· Visual acuity without a method attached

	8
	viseye2
bcva2
bcvadt2



	During the timeframe from (computer display catsurdt + 1 day to catsurdt + 90 days), enter the best visual acuity documented for the eye on which cataract surgery was performed and the date.

	Surgical Site
Will be prefilled as right (OD) or left (OS) based on surgsite2 = 1 or 2
	20/xx
Whole numbers
10 - 400
	Warning if
20 /XX is
greater than
 100




	mm/dd/yyyy


	>catsurdt2 and <= 90 days after catsurdt2

	






	
	
	



	· The intent of this question is to capture the best visual acuity (i.e., smallest number) documented during the 90 days after the cataract surgery by the ophthalmologist or optometrist. 
· Acceptable visual acuity may be captured by: 
· Manifest refraction (MR) 
· Auto refraction 
· Cycloplegic refraction visual acuity without correction (VA SC) 
· Visual acuity with correction (VA CC)
· Cylinder (CYL) correction 
· Do NOT accept: 
· Pinhole (pH, PH) visual acuity
· Visual acuity using counting fingers (CF) and hand motion (HM) 
· Visual acuity without a method attached. 
· Review ALL post-operative ophthalmology and optometry notes during the 90 days after the cataract surgery (date entered in catsurdt2) for documentation of best visual acuity in the affected eye (eye on which second cataract surgery was performed). 
· Visual acuity may be documented by the ophthalmologist, optometrist or eye technician with co-signature by the ophthalmologist or optometrist.  
· Enter the actual number for the best visual acuity (choose the lowest visual acuity, irrespective of method) documented in the 90 days after the cataract surgery. 
· Examples: 
· Patient saw ophthalmologist for three post-operative visits.  Surgery was performed on left eye (OS). OS visual acuity was documented as MR 20/60, MR 20/30 and VA CC 20/25.  Enter 20/25 (lowest numberbest visual acuity).
· Surgery was performed on left eye (OS). OS visual acuity was documented as 20/25 pH, without glasses 20/40 and MR 20/30. Enter 20/30 as visual acuity captured by pinhole is not acceptable.
Cont’d next page
· If the same best visual acuity is documented on multiple dates during the 90 days after cataract surgery, enter the earliest date the best visual acuity was documented.
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